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civil service appointment can reach any police system, home-controlled 
or state-controlled, and under a government by commission or other- 
wise. The only solution of our police affairs is to be found in the 
right education of the public. Lack of it makes it possible for "poli- 
tics" to contaminate any system. An alert, intelligent public that 
really cares about these things can bring pressure to bear that will 
assure improved police service almost regardless of the organization. 

In his second chapter on the Development of American Police 
Control, Mr. Fosdick has given us a picture of police control growing 
by spasms, if at all, and paralyzed always by the possibility or by the 
realization of local political reverses. It is a vivid picture of a people 
trying to find themselves in one department of their national life and 
embarrassed all the while by a lack of tradition. 

The author, after having personally studied police systems in 
seventy-two cities from Los Angeles to Boston, is encouraged by the 
conviction that, badly off as we are, we have made some progress all 
along the line in fifty years, and not only so, but in Boston under 
O'Mears, in New York under Wood (during a brief term each), and in 
Berkeley, Cal., under Vollmer, who continues in that city after more 
than fifteen years of service as chief of police, we have striking illus- 
trations of efficient police work. 

Put a strong, honest man into the chief's office and then let him 
alone. This is prescribed for every city that wishes to obtain a good 
police. 

Robert H. Gault. 
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Every farmer's house and every cross-roads general store and 
postoffice in the state is today only about one-eighth as far from the 
great city as it was twenty or twenty-five years ago. That is, the rural 
postoffice, that so long ago was forty miles from Chicago or Spring- 
field, is now only five miles from the same city. We are measuring 
distance in this case by the time required in traveling today as com- 
pared with a quarter of a century ago and less. A distance covered 
in four hours by Old Dobbin in that day can now be done in a half 
hour or less. 

The automobile and paved roads have made the difference. It 
brings the dangers of the city to the very door of the remote farmer. 
The highwayman can dash out to the country, practice his profession 
there and lose himself again in his city stronghold as conveniently as a 
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raider can run out of a friendly harbor into the unprotected sea to 
pick up a fishing smack. All the metropolitan police may chase him 
out of their respective jurisdictions and keep him out. Then he is in 
clover, because we have no state police for rural districts. Such a 
force is eight times as needful now as it was a quarter of a century 
ago, and our legislators should study the situation with a view to 
supplying the need. 

Robert H. Gault. 



